LGA o
EUROPE ¢

Equality for lesbian, gay, bisexual,
trans and intersex people
in Europe

24 May 2010

Detailed account of the recent case of police violence against
transgender women in Ankara’

Silvan Agius
Lilit Poghosyan

Account of the attack and arrest (17-18 May 2010)

On 17 May 2010, at around 10:30pm, five transgema®Emen — Buse, Selay, Turkan, Eser
and Yesim — all human rights activists in Pembe Hayat (Riifk),? were in a private car on
their way to a friend’s house. As they passed thinoBgslar Street they drove past a police
car. The police followed them, overtook them andg#aously blocked the street in front of
Seyranbalari Post Office in the Esat Distri¢in the meantime another police car blocked the
rear of the transgender women'’s car, effectivelpding their car to a halt. There were four
police officers, two officers in each car.

The five women asked the police what was wrongwany the police officers were blocking
their way. The response of the police was thatiidwesgender women had to leave their car
and be taken to the police station.

The women insisted that they had the right to knb reason for the arrest, but no lawful
reason was provided to them. Instead, the policased them that they were on their way to
do sex work — even though this is not a crime irk&y, and the police had no proof to back
their accusation. The transgender women invoke tight to freedom of movement and
offered to show their identity caftiso the police in order to be allowed to continbeit
journey. However, the police insisted that theywéethe car and threatened the women that if

! Recorded in Ankara during 20-23 May 2010. This ref® based on the accounts of the five transgender
women who were in the car that was raided by thegoand a number of activists who gathered arabeccar

to provide their support as well as reports by Aakaased LGBTT organisations Pembe Hayat and K&os G

For further information contact Silvan Agigdvan@ilga-europe.orfLilit Poghosyanilit@ilga-europe.org

2 The official names of these women are Biilent Kaygk (Buse), Derya Tung (Selay), Deniz Kiigiikkogak
(Turkan), Nehir Ulus (Eser), and Duru Taglo (Yesim) and all of them have blue ID cards tiedlect their
gender as male. All these women are Pembe Hayaamuights activists and work as sex workers.

® An organisation based in Ankara working for thien@ation of all forms of discrimination, violencand hate
crimes against lesbian, gay, bisexual transsexuhtransvestite people (LGBT ttp://www.pembehayat.org/
* The transgender women claim that the police du@rg dangerously and were about to cause thenffi tra
accident.

® These police officers know these transgender womeepwell as they had arrested and fined them on a
number of occasions. Many police officers also kiba/transgender women both by their chosen fermaatee
and official male name on their ID cards.

® In Turkey, citizens are expected to carry an idfieation document with them at all times.




they were not going to instantly leave the car, Biadyoz policé were going to be called to
the scene.

Following this exchange, the transgender women wletermined not to leave the car and
called Pembe Hayat's lawyer, as well as other etsivfor support and to act as witnesses.
The women also video recorded the actions of thiegon their cell phones.

On their part, the police brought reinforces fromly®z and other sections, rising in number
to around 15 police officers, leaving the transgendomen blocked in the car to a state of
panic and fear.

By 11:10 pm, around 25 activists and friends haiyed on the scene, and a police tow truck
arrived in order to tow the transgender women’sataround the same time. As the driver of
the tow truck was positioning the truck, he madelear that he had no intention to tow the
car until the 5 women who were inside it were regth\At this stage the police tried to reach
an agreement with the transgender women, demariarg once more to leave the car, but
the transgender women refused as they fearedhimattere going to be physically ill-treated.

While these negotiations were taking place, thebmmof police officers surrounding the car
rose rapidly to around 60 (half of whom were iniplalothes)® Similarly, the number of
activists had also risen to around 40. The polp®yed tear gas towards the activists and
around the car, and began to beat the assembledePHayat and Kaos GL activists with
their batons in order to disperse them. The palieee also heard threatening the activists as
they shouted, “Fagots, next time we will kill yoafid similar statements.

Subsequently, the YunUsot police officers used force to pull the traeeder women out of
the car. When the gas reached inside of the case Bpened the car window in order to be
able to breath, and the police sprayed tear gadeirtee car and started to roughly drag out
the transgender women through the car window oner®; pulling them from their hair,
throwing them to the ground and kicking them oveit whole body.

According to Kemal Ordek — an eye witness and merabPembe Hayat — prior to attacking
the transgender women, the police officers hadlatiuto their knowledge about the women'’s
human rights activism for transgender people. Téadhof police had told the women that
they should follow police instructions to exit tbar and that “their activism is not going to do
them any good,” and, “you continuously go on theeds for protests, just do it now if you
can.” The head of the police ordered the othercpatifficers to specifically attack Buse, the
founder of Pembe Hayat. She was subsequently atlaoi 10 police officers, sprayed tear
gas once more, and handcuffed.

Others were handcuffed as well and the police effidorced them to kneel on the ground by
pressing onto the transgender women’s hands wéin teet, while they beat the women on

" Balyoz is Turkish for sledgehammer. The Balyozdgeteam was unofficially established around 5 yeayo
and is said to deal with various reasons of putriier. However, they are known to specifically deih
transgender women. This team is composed of gmli8e officers and often tour in known prostitutiareas.
These police often harass the transgender womeissung them fines for various reasons, including
‘disturbance of the traffic’, ‘disturbance of thaelgic peace’ and similar motives.

® The police at the scene came from different palieetions, and included the forensic, criminal, tedt
sections as well as the Balyoz and Yunus teams.

° The Yunus police officers are very strong. Thelgnnotorbikes and usually comes into action toetisg
violent crowds.



their heads and legs. Following this ordeal, Sédgyon the ground unconscious. All five
women were then taken to a police van, visibly $edi The transgender women could barely
see what was happening around them due to thegg=aand the aggression used against
them.

In the confusion, Bus@resisted the police and ran away from their vad, & civilian police
attacked her. The police shouted, “Use the tearogaBuse”, and “HitBulent, hit Bullent”.
Bulent is Buse’'s male ID card name, and the potialked her by this name in order to
humiliate her.

As Selay is asthmatic, she fainted once more whdligle the police van and the other women
demanded that she is provided access to a doctordir to prevent her having an asthma
attack. The police, however, did not believe them ok no action.

According to the activists that witnessed this diecit, at the end of the attack, the police
asked the owned of Modikaand other nearby cafes that were open at the tinfde a
complaint against the transgender women.

The women were in the meantime taken to the EshtePStation, where they arrived just
before midnight. Selay fainted again. The policentthrew a bucket of water at her, both to
bring back her consciousness and also to reducertfegence of additional marks on her
body.

Some of the Pembe Hayat activists followed thecgoln two cars to the police station.
Others called the police station to learn aboutftie of their friends, and the police told
them, “Why do you care about these? Mind your ovenka/

Shortly after the arrival of the transgender woratthe police station, five lawyers from Pink
Life, Human Rights Foundation of Turkey and the HunRights Association went to the
station to represent the detainees. The policeesodid not hinder the transgender women'’s
access to their lawyers, and they were gentldraiawyers’ presence.

The women were kept waiting at the police statiotil 8.30am, when the police conceded to
the request of their lawyers, demanding that the transgender women be taken to the
forensic doctor in order to be examined for anysigf physical abuse on their bodies. The
police escorted them to the forensic doctor.

The women were finally released at around 7am -h@uts after the start of their ordeal. No
medical assistance was provided, even though theemowere severely bruised, and had
erythemas on their arms, legs and around theisfés pictures below)

The reason that was provided for the women’s amest ‘resistance to the police’ and
‘disturbance of the traffic’. The police fined Sgldhe owner of the car, 195 TL (€98,60) for

9 Buse and other members of Pembe Hayat claim ths¢ B/as specifically targeted as she is very wadlin
as a leading figure in the trans community of Amkand has on several occasions protested agaiits p
harassment and other human rights violations. Sbee of the co-founded Pembe Hayat, and is alsatare
member of Amnesty International and other humahtsigrganisation.

1 A patisserie on Baar Street close to the location of the attack.



‘disturbing the traffic’. They also fined two ofdhtransgender women 70 TL (€35,40) each
for carrying copies of their identification documeather than the originaf.

The human rights lawyers have since filed compdatiotthe police station for police brutality.
While on their part the Ankara police has filedoanplaint against the transgender women for
their alleged “resistance against police forces.”

Three days after the attack, the transgender womeae visibly very disturbed, and reported
that they cannot sleep at night. They are also aaryous and visibly very tired.

Pictures of Buse and Sela-r) taken on Bre’s mobile phoneoon after midnighwhile under arre.

Fresh attacks (20 May 2010)

Three days later, on 20 May at around midnight @amcke more on Bgar Street, around five
teenagers attacked three transgender women by itlgdang wooden sticks and stones in
their direction. Luckily no one of them was hitthiey could have been severely injured.

The transgender women are sure that this attackinggered by the police violence which
legitimises violence by the rest of society, aythad never fallen victims to similar violence
before.

The women did not report the case, as they haviuso in the police forces or reason to
believe that their case will be taken seriously.

2 The same police officers had accepted copiesesftification documents on other occasions when they
inspected the women’s documents.



ANNEX Background introduction to the situation of trans women in Ankara

Due to far reaching discrimination that rendersrfar employment inaccessible, virtually all

trans women in Ankara are sex workers. Additionatisothel owners refuse to allow trans
women to work as sex workers in their brothel, dedce they have no other choice but to
fetch their clients by loitering in the streets.

Their status as sex workers, along with their gemdismatch with the gender recorded on
their official identification documents renders rinevery vulnerable to marginalisation,
violence and abuse.

They are victims of police harassment on a regbiéeis, and are often fined by the police,
who use the Law of Misdemeanours to fine them @isturbing the traffic’, ‘disturbing the
public peace’ or similar reasons.

According to these women, the number of trans sexkers in Ankara alone amounts to
around 400 to 500 women.



