The copyright issue

The copyright issue can be better dealt with against the backdrop of the modified SBA for 2007, where the list of films and documentaries has now been made a reference instead of a requirement. Since schools are no longer obliged to select from the list, they can freely make use of any non-print materials, in particular those on TV. Both the Copyright Ordinance and the Copyright (Amendment) Bill 2006 (the latter currently under LegCo debate) propose making use of “fair dealing” provisions for educational purposes. Fair dealing is a principle regarding “the fair use of reasonable portions of copyright works under special circumstances, without harming the reasonable interests of the copyright owner”.

According to the booklet entitled “Copyright in Education in Hong Kong” published by the Intellectual Property Department in 2000, the general principle governing the playing of sound and video recordings is that they “can be used in schools for teaching purposes by school staff, with pupils and their parents or guardians (but no-one else) present”. 

The Education and Manpower Bureau has been trying to get permission from copyright owners, and parties looking after the interests of copyright owners, to use films and documentaries for teaching. While significant progress has yet to be made, EMB will keep up its effort in reaching a licensing agreement with the copyright owners.

Purchase of Resource Materials

There are no fewer than three grants that both EMI and CMI schools can make use of to buy resources, notably the Recurrent English Language Grant, Subject Grant and English Extensive Reading Grant. Schools should also check with their school accountants as to what grants are transferable, how grants in various domains can be moved around and how best to deploy the funds available, or they might like to seek advice from REO.

