Recommended texts for the SBA components by S4/S5 teachers
Notes:
· The recommended titles listed below were suggestions from 51 teacher respondents who filled out an anonymous questionnaire. The questionnaire, administered by the Faculty of Education, The University of Hong Kong, aimed to explore S4-S5 teachers’ beliefs and implementation of extensive reading in Hong Kong secondary school. We would like to extend our sincere gratitude to those who completed the questionnaire for us.
· Titles marked with # are particularly recommended for boys by two of the teacher respondents.
· Most of the teacher respondents supplied only the titles of the books recommended. They did not specify the publishers, the years or the editions. We therefore suggest that a teacher using this list should choose a version (e.g. original, simplified, abridged, adapted, graded, etc.) that best suits their own students. It might also be a good idea to try out a title with several students first before using it widely in class.
	
	Title
	Author
	Themes

	Books (Fiction)
	# The Adventures of Tom Sawyer
	Mark Twain
	Literature, childhood, adventure, base emotions and superstitions, murder and revenge, starvation and slavery

	
	The Alchemist
	Paulo Coelho
	Fable, adventure, inspiration, spiritual search, actualizing dream

	
	Animal Farm
	George Orwell
	Fable, tyranny, corruption, betrayal of idealism, revolution, politics, communism

	
	Around the World in Eighty Days
	Jules Verne
	Adventures, around the world, action-packed journey, friendship

	
	Arthur and George
	Julian Barnes
	Victorian Britain, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, mystery, criminal case, identity, guilt, race, loss, innocence, desire, inhumanity

	
	Best Detective Stories of Agatha Christie
	Agatha Christie
	Seven short crime stories, mystery, theft, death

	
	The BFG


	Roald Dahl
	Fantasy, orphan, good dream versus nightmare, giant monster, Queen of England

	
	Black Cat English Readers (L1A) Set
	
	Peter Pan, Zorro, American Folk Tales, Davy Crockett, The True Story of Pocahontas

	
	Black Cat English Readers (L1B) Set
	
	Great Expectations, The Legend of Sleepy Hollow, The Happy Prince and the Selfish Giant, The American West, Halloween Horror

	
	Black Cat English Readers (L2A) Set
	
	Animal Tales, The Fisherman and His Soul, David Copperfield, The Call of the Wild, Ghastly Ghost

	
	Black Cat English Readers (L2B) Set
	
	British and American Festivities, King Arthur and his Knights, Oliver Twist, Oscar Wilde’s Short Stories, Robin Hood

	
	Black Cat English Readers (L3) Set
	
	The Secret Garden, Alice Adventures in Wonderland, The Great English Monarchs and Their Times, Hamlet, The Jumping Frog

	
	Black Cat English Readers (L4A) Set
	
	Gulliver’s Travels, Jane Eyre, The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde, The $1,000,000 Bank Note, Sherlock Holmes Investigates

	
	Black Cat English Readers (L4B) Set
	
	Classic Detectives Stories, The Phantom of the Opera, Alien at School, Romeo and Juliet, Treasure Island

	
	Black Cat English Readers (L5A) Set
	
	American Horror, Washington Square, A Christmas Carol, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, The Tragedy of Dr Faustus

	
	Black Cat English Readers (L5B) Set
	
	Much Ado About Nothing, The Canterbury Tales, Dracula, The Last of the Mohicans, The Big Mistake and Other Stories

	
	Black Cat English Readers (L6A) Set


	
	Frankenstein, Pride and Prejudice, Robinson Crusoe, A Tales of Two Cities, The X-Files: Squeeze

	
	Black Cat English Readers (L6B) Set 


	
	Emma, The Scarlet Letter, Tess of the d’Urbervilles, The Murder in the Rue Morgue and the Purloined Letter, The Problem of Cell 13

	
	The Bonesetter’s Daughter


	Amy Tan
	Conflict between Chinese American woman and Chinese mother, Alzheimer’s, San Francisco, past and present

	
	Bound feet & Western Dress
	Pang Mei Chang


	First Chinese female president of bank – Chang Yu I, 20th Century, tension between Western idea and Chinese tradition

	
	The Boy Who Lost His Face
	Louis Sachar
	Schoolboy, friendship, curse, teenage love, embarrassment, acceptance

	
	Brave New World 
	Aldous Huxley
	Science fiction, emotional engineering, community, identity, stability, sterility

	
	Breakfast of Champions 
	Kurt Vonnegut
	Science fiction, the Great Depression, insanity, identity, fictional ego, release through writings

	
	Bridge to Terabithia
	Katherine Paterson
	Imaginary kingdom, friendship, loss and death, family relationship, neglected child, poverty, teacher student relationship

	
	The Catcher in the Rye
	J. D. Salinger
	Teenage angst, prep school, expulsion, alienation, hypocrisy, phoniness

	
	Cat’s Cradle
	Kurt Vonnegut
	Science fiction, technology, religion, arms race, atomic bomb

	
	Charlie and the Chocolate Factory 
	Roald Dahl
	Fantasy world, poverty, family relationship, chocolate factory, greed, spoilt child

	
	Charlotte’s Web 
	E.B. White, Garth Williams
	Farm animal, death of friend, kids and family relationship, fantasy, sentimental feelings

	
	China Man
	Maxine Hong Kingston
	Chinese men’s experience in America, struggle, triumph, failure, myth and fact

	
	The Chronicles of Narnia
	C. S. Lewis
	Fantasy, adventure, magic, mission, kingdom, sibling relationship, good versus evil, betrayal and loyalty, courage and fear, desire, forgiveness

	
	Cloning Miranda
	Carol Matas
	Mystery, cloning, identity, moral, family relationship

	
	# The Complete Sherlock Holmes, Volume I
	Sir Arthur Conan Doyle
	Detective, adventure, mysteries, thriller, British culture

	
	# The Complete Sherlock Holmes, Volume II
	Sir Arthur Conan Doyle
	Detective, adventure, mysteries, thriller, British culture

	
	Danny and the Champion of the World 
	Roald Dahl
	Triumph, father son relationship, suspense, boy’s wisdom, rebellion

	
	Death Comes As the End
	Agatha Christie
	Mystery, ancient Egypt, 20th Century, murder, English

	
	Dogs don’t tell jokes
	Louis Sachar
	Talent contest, joke, humour, comedian, school issue, friendship, self-identity

	
	Esio Trot
	Roald Dahl
	Fantasy, romance, tortoise, keeping pet, reversed words, humour

	
	The Five People You Meet in Heaven 
	Mitch Albom
	Meaning of life, death, love, loyalty, forgiveness, healing, family relationship

	
	Fly Away Home (Penguin Readers)
	Patricia Hermes
	Father daughter relationship, loss of mother, teaching geese to fly, love

	
	For One More Day
	Mitch Albom
	Evaluation on life, jobs, family, loneliness, isolation, dead mother

	
	Frankenstein
	Mary Shelley
	Science fiction, gothic horror, one’s obsession to create life, monster, revenge

	
	Hoot
	Carl Hiassen
	Ecological mystery, environment, teenage problem, school bullying

	
	Holes
	Louis Sachar
	Juvenile detention camp, family, school issue, building character, treasure hunt

	
	The Hundred Secret Senses
	Amy Tan
	Conflict between two Chinese American sisters, ghosts, secret, present and past

	
	The Invisible Man
	H. G. Wells
	Science fiction, invisibility, madness, social evil, point of view

	
	James and the Giant Peach
	Roald Dahl
	Fantasy, orphan, child abuse, runaway, transformation, magic

	
	Journey to the Centre of the World
	Jules Verne
	Science fiction, adventure, prehistoric animals and natural hazards, bizarre code

	
	The Kitchen God’s Wife
	Amy Tan
	Shanghai, World War II, Hong Kong, secret, falsehood, hope, love, friendship

	
	The Kite Runner
	Khaled Hosseini
	Afghanistan, American immigrant, friendship, politics, disloyalty, betrayal

	
	The Last Polar Bears
	Harry Horse
	Adventure, North Pole, writing letter, warm relationship, environment

	
	The Little Prince
	Antoine de Saint-Exupéry
	Fantasy, tale, satire on adulthood, kids and family, death, planet, love and loneliness

	
	A Little Princess
	Frances Hodgson Burnet
	Literature, fighting against poverty, strong character, cruel headmistress, friendship

	
	Little Women
	Louisa May Alcott
	Literature, American Civil War, 19th century, Christmas, sisterhood, feminism

	
	Matilda 
	Roald Dahl
	Dysfunctional family, school life, teacher student relationship, supernatural power, reading, child abuse, friendship, prodigy

	
	The Memory Keeper’s Daughter
	Kim Edwards
	Modern literature, redemptive power of love, familial secret, parallel lives

	
	Mrs. McGinty’s Dead
	Agatha Christie
	An elderly woman’s murder, mysterious lodger

	
	Murder at the Vicarage
	Agatha Christie
	Mystery, murder, suspect

	
	Murder on the Orient Express
	Agatha Christie
	Mystery, murder, English house-party, detective, Orient Express

	
	My Sister’s Keeper
	Jodi Picoult
	Designer baby to save sister, control over own body, lawsuit against parents

	
	The Mystery of the Blue Train
	Agatha Christie
	Luxurious Blue Train, heiress, murder, secret life

	
	The No.1 Ladies Detective Agency
	Alexander McCall Smith
	Detective, Africa, childhood, simplicity, modernization, personal crisis

	
	The Other Side of Truth
	Beverly Naidoo
	Politics, adventure, courage, family, Nigeria, London, power of truth

	
	A Passage to India
	E. M. Forster
	Racism, Indians versus British colonist, prejudice, friendship, sameness of all life

	
	The Phantom of the Opera
	Gaston Leroux
	Classics, mystery, Paris Opera House, from love to murderous obsession

	
	Pride and Prejudice
	Jane Austen
	Literature, romance, role of women in the 18th century, English class system

	
	Princess Diana (Penguin readers)
	Cherry Gilchrist
	Biography, Princess Diana, childhood, marriage, family, illness, charity

	
	P.S. I love You
	Cecilia Ahern
	Widow, loss of husband, moving on after death, healing process, friends and family

	
	Rabbit-Proof Fence
	Doris Pilkington
	Australian aboriginal, teenage girl, government policy, family separation, racial injustice, social criticism, education

	
	Shadow of the Minotaur
	Alan Gibbons
	Fantasy, Greek mythology, hero, fear and evil, computer game indulgence

	
	Something happened 
	Joseph Heller
	American culture, satirizing business life, departing friends and family, marriage, parenting

	
	Stories of Detection and Mystery
	Agatha Christie
	Mystery, Agatha Christie

	
	Thirteen for Luck
	Agatha Christie
	Short version of Agatha Christie novels

	
	Thirteen Unpredictable Tales!
	Paul Jennings
	Imaginative short stories, adolescent angst, Australian slang, humour

	
	Tuesdays with Morrie: An Old Man, a Young Man and Life’s Greatest Lesson
	Mitch Albom
	Meaning of life, philosophy, spirituality, self exploration, affection, death, gratitude, mentorship

	
	Twelve Plays by Shakespeare 
	William Shakespeare
	Hamlet, Richard III, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, The Merchant of Venice, Romeo and Juliet, Macbeth, The Taming of the Shrew, The Tempest, Othello, King Lear, Julius Caesar, and Much Ado About Nothing

	
	The Twits
	Roald Dahl
	Fantasy, revenge, humour, tricks

	
	Welcome to the Monkey House 
	Kurt Vonnegut
	War-timer epic, futuristic thriller, reflection on human nature, intelligence analysis, ethical birth control

	
	Who Moved My Cheese?
	Spencer Johnson
	Ways to deal with change in work and life

	
	Who Moved My Cheese? For Teens
	Spencer Johnson
	Ways to deal with change in school

	
	The Witches
	Roald Dahl
	Fantasy, orphan, mission, magic, grandmother grandson relationship, transformation, witchcraft, death in family

	
	The Woman Warrior 
	Maxine Hong Kingston
	Investigation of soul, desire, myth, dream, memory, girlhood, Chinese and woman


	Title
	Author
	Themes

	Books (Non-fiction)
	Chicken Soup for the Teen Soul: Real Stories by Real Teens
	Mark Victor Hansen, Stephanie H. Meyer, John Meyer, Jack Canfield
	Teen issues, school, friendship, family obligation, work, future, loss, divorce, fear

	
	Chicken Soup for the Teenage Soul
	Jack Canfield, Mark Victor Hansen, Kimberly Kirberger
	Real stories, teen issues, friendship, love, belief, value, suicide, dying young, drunk driving

	
	Chicken Soup for the Teenage Soul II
	Jack Canfield, Mark Victor Hansen, Kimberly Kirberger
	Real stories, teen issues, challenge of life, different angles

	
	Chicken Soup for the Teenage Soul III
	Jack Canfield, Mark Victor Hansen, Kimberly Kirberger
	Relationships, friendship, power of love, family, lessons, tough stuff, overcoming obstacles, self-discovery, and growing up

	
	Chicken Soup for the Teenage Soul on Love and Friendship
	Jack Canfield, Mark Victor Hansen, Kimberly Kirberger
	Teen issues, friendship, love

	
	Chicken Soup for the Teenage Soul on Tough Stuff
	Jack Canfield, Mark Victor Hansen, Kimberly Kirberger
	Poor self-image, suicide, family discord, loss, peer pressure, school violence

	
	The Diary of Ma Yan
	Ma Yan
	Northwest China, education, struggle, hope, rural life, poverty, determination

	
	Freakonomics
	Steven D. Levitt, Stephen J. Dubner
	Newspaper articles, surprising uses of economics and statistics

	
	Living History
	Hillary Rodham Clinton
	Hillary Clinton, biography, politics, democrat, United States, First Lady

	
	The Present
	Spencer Johnson
	Lesson for life, journey to adulthood, past, present and future, happiness, meditation

	
	The Privilege of Youth
	Dave Pelzer
	Youth, courage, triumph, acceptance, friendship, neighbourhood, acceptance

	
	The Second World War
	John Keegan
	History, WWII, technological and human impact, consequence of war, insights

	
	A Seven Child and the Law
	Patrick Yu Shuk Siu
	Yu Shuk Siu, 20th Century, Hong Kong distinguished family, scholarship, court case, barrister-at-law, Defence Counsel

	
	The World is Flat
	Thomas Friedman
	Phenomenon of globalization, benefit and disadvantage, 21st Century, argumentation

	

	
	Title
	Director / Actors
	Company
	Themes

	Films (Fiction)
	About A Boy (2002)
	Chris Weitz, Paul Weitz / Hugh Grant, Nicholas Hoult
	Kalima Productions GmbH & Co. KG
	Family relationship, single parent, Londoner, depression, age difference, responsibility, commitment

	
	Akeelah and the Bee (2006)
	Doug Atchison / Keke Palmer, Laurence Fishburne
	Spelling Bee Productions Inc.
	Scrabble and Spelling Bee, school bullying, self esteem, sportsmanship, African American, family relationship

	
	Alexander (2004)
	Oliver Stone / Colin Farrell, Angelina Jolie
	Warner Bros. Pictures
	Epic, 3rd Century B.C., Alexander the Great, Ancient Greece, power, relationship

	
	Alive (1993)
	Frank Marshall
	Film Andes S. A.
	Plane crash, Andes Mountains, challenge, survival, hardship, spirituality

	
	A Beautiful Mind (2001)
	Ron Howard / Russell Crowe, Jennifer Connelly 
	Universal Pictures
	Mathematics, genius, mental illness, hallucination, mutilation, psychology and psychiatry, family relationship, marriage

	
	Bend It Like Beckham (2002)
	Gurinder Chadha / Parminder Nagra, Keira Knightley
	Kintop Pictures
	Multicultural, Hindu and Indian, racism, feminism, love triangle, homosexuality, generation gap, sportsmanship

	
	# Bill and Ted’s Excellent Adventure (1989)
	Stephen Herek / Keanu Reeves, Alex Winter
	De Laurentiis Entertainment Group
	Sci-fi, future time travel, altering history, school project and presentation, friendship

	
	Blood Diamond (2006)
	Edward Zwick / Leonardo DiCaprio
	Warner Bros. Pictures
	South Africa, political unrest, diamond smuggling, massacre, refugee camp, betrayal, journalism

	
	The Bourne Identity (2002)
	Doug Liman / Matt Damon
	Universal Pictures
	Action thriller, murder, undercover agent, assassination, tension

	
	# Bridge to Terabithia (2007)
	Gabor Csupo / Josh Hutcherson, AnnaSophia Robb
	Hal Lieberman Company
	Imaginary kingdom, friendship, loss and death, family relationship, neglected child, poverty, teacher student relationship

	
	Charlie and the Chocolate Factory (2005)
	Tim Burton / Johnny Depp, Freddie Highmore
	Warner Bros. Pictures
	Fantasy world, poverty, family relationship, chocolate factory, greed, spoilt child

	
	Charlotte’s Web (2006)
	Gary Winick / 
	Paramount Pictures
	Farm animal, death of friend, kids and family relationship, fantasy, sentimental feelings

	
	The Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion, the witch and the Wardrobe (2005)
	Andrew Adamson / Georgie Henley, Skandar Keynes, William Moseley, Anna Popplewell
	Walt Disney Pictures
	Fantasy, adventure, magic, mission, kingdom, sibling relationship, good versus evil, betrayal and loyalty, courage and fear, desire, forgiveness 

	
	A Cinderella Story (2004)
	Mark Rosman / Hilary Duff, Jennifer Coolidge
	Warner Bros. Pictures
	Bullying, male female relationship, family relationship, mistaken identity, college

	
	Click (2006)
	Frank Coraci / Adam Sandler, Kate Beckinsale
	Columbia Pictures Corporation
	Middle class family, workaholic, friendship, marriage, time travel, responsibility, frustration, escape

	
	Commander in Chief (2005)
	Rod Lurie / Geena Davis
	Touchstone Television
	Political drama, White House, female president, working mom, US government, family relationship, 

	
	# Corpse Bride (2005)
	Tim Burton, Mike Johnson
	Warner Bros. Pictures
	Black comedy, corpse bride

	
	# Dead Poets Society (1989)
	Peter Weir / Robert Williams
	Touch Stone Pictures
	Teen angst, private school, secret club, literature and poetry, teen suicide, father son relationship, moral courage, teacher student relationship, generation gap

	
	The Devil Wears Prada (2006)
	David Frankel / Meryl Streep, Anne Hathaway
	Fox 200 Pictures
	Fashion industry, professional conduct, journalism, integrity, betrayal, spouse relationship, sacrifice

	
	Doctor Who (2005)
	Euros Lyn, Graeme Harper / David Tennant, Billie Piper
	British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC)
	Sci-fi, adventure, E.T., time travel, heroism, good versus evil

	
	Erin Brockovich (2000)
	Steven Soderbergh / Julia Roberts
	Jersey Films
	Single mother, mother son relationship, lawsuit, unemployment, unprofessional conduct, sexism, poverty, environmental crime

	
	Finding Nemo (2003)
	Andrew Stanton, Lee Unkrich
	Walt Disney Pictures
	Animation, death and loss, father son relationship, trust and friendship, escape and adventure, bravery and courage, underwater world

	
	Freaky Friday (2003)
	Mark Waters / Jamie Lee Curtis, Lindsay Lohan
	Casual Friday Productions
	Dysfunctional family, mother daughter relationship, stepfather, single mother, body switching, friendship, crush, understanding and mutual self-respect

	
	Happy Feet (2006)
	George Miller, Warren Coleman
	Kingdom Feature Productions
	Animation, musical, penguin, pollution, environment, true love, singing and dancing, family relationship, friendship

	
	Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone (2001)
	Chris Columbus
	1492 Pictures
	Magic, supernatural powers, boarding school, orphan, child abuse, friendship

	
	Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets (2002)
	Chris Columbus
	1492 Pictures
	Mystery, teacher student relationship, school bullying, dormitory living, prejudice, monster

	
	Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban (2004)
	Alfonso Cuarón 
	Warner Bros. Pictures
	Father figure, best friend, imprisonment, good versus devil, obesity

	
	Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire (2005)
	Mike Newell
	Warner Bros. Pictures
	Love triangle, rivalry, murder, death of friend, loss of son

	
	Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix (2007)
	David Yates
	Warner Bros. Pictures
	Magic, death of friend, young love, secret society, rebellion

	
	High School Musical (2006)

High School Musical 2 (2007)
	Kenny Ortega / Zac Efron, Vanessa Anne Hudgens
	First Street Films
	Musical, high school, family, teen romance, love triangle, stage fright

	
	Home Alone (1990)
	Chris Columbus / Macaulay Culkin
	Hughes Entertainment
	Comedy, family relationship, childhood, Christmas, self discovery, stupid criminal

	
	Ice Age (2002)
	Chris Wedge, Carlos Saldanha /
	20th Century Fox Animation
	Animation, glacier, prehistoric, talking animal, migration, extinction

	
	Ice Age 2: The Meltdown (2006)
	Carlos Saldanha /
	20th Century Fox Animation
	Animation, global warming, glacier, prehistoric, love, family, friendship, migration

	
	# Indiana Jones and the Raiders of the Lost Ark (1981)
	Steven Spielberg / Harrison Ford, Karen Allen
	Lucasfilm
	Adventure, good versus evil, heroism, supernatural power, Nazis, love, justice

	
	# Indiana Jones and the Temple of Doom (1984)
	Steven Spielberg / Harrison Ford, Kate Capshaw
	Lucasfilm
	Adventure, action and kung-fu, India, Hong Kong, ancient ritual, heroism, bravery, romance and friendship

	
	# Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade (1989)
	Steven Spielberg / Harrison Ford, Sean Connery
	Lucasfilm
	Adventure, Holy Grail, Italy, Nazis, ancient civilization, good versus evil

	
	# Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crystal Skull (2008)
	Steven Spielberg / Harrison Ford, Cate Blanchett
	Paramount Pictures
	Adventure, supernatural power, archeologist, good versus evil

	
	Inside Man (2006)
	Spike Lee / Denzel Washington, Clive Owen
	Universal Pictures
	Crime thriller, detective, bank robbery, criminal mastermind, hidden agenda

	
	The Joy Luck Club (1993)
	Wayne Wang / Kieu Chinh
	Hollywood Pictures
	Cultural different, American born Chinese, Asian American, racism,  generation gap, female bonding

	
	Jumanji (1995)
	Joe Johnston / Robin Williams, Jonathan Hyde, Kirsten Dunst
	Interscope Communications
	Magic, adventure, loss of parent, mysterious game, growing up, family relationship, sibling rivalry and cooperation, courage

	
	Jumanji 2: Zathura: A Space Adventure (2005)
	Jon Favreau / Jonah Bobo, Josh Hutcherson
	Columbia Pictures Corporation
	

	
	The Lake House (2006)
	Alejandro Agresti / Keanu Reeves, Sandra Bullock
	Warner Bro. Pictures
	Extraordinary romance, fantasy, mystery contact, parallel time, exchanging letters

	
	The Last of the Mohicans (1992)
	Michael Mann / Daniel Day-Lewis, Madeleine Stowe
	Morgan Creek Productions
	Epic, native American, battle, French Indian Wars, father daughter relationship, Interracial relationship, inhumanity

	
	Legally Blonde (2001)
	Robert Luketic / Reese Witherspoon, Luke Wilson
	Marc Platt Productions
	Girl power, law school, deceiving appearance, cultural conflict, blue blood family

	
	Love Actually (2003)
	Richard Curtis / Emma Thompson, Colin Firth
	Universal Pictures
	Love, Christmas, friendship, loyalty, family, marriage, courage

	
	Matilda (1996)
	Danny DeVito / Mara Wilson
	Jersey Films
	Dysfunctional family, school life, teacher student relationship, supernatural power, reading, child abuse, friendship, prodigy

	
	Meet the Robinsons (2007)
	Stephen J. Anderson
	Walt Disney Feature Animation
	Animation, sci-fi, family relationship, orphanage, time travel, invention

	
	Miss Little Sunshine (2006)
	Jonathan Dayton, Valerie Faris / Abigail Breslin
	Big Beach Films
	Dysfunctional family, beauty contest, road trip, death of family member

	
	Mr. Holland’s Opus (1995)
	Stephen Herek / Richard Dreyfuss, Glenne Headly
	Hollywood Pictures
	Musical education, deafness, teacher student relationship, family relationship, deafness, love, dedication

	
	Mrs. Doubtfire (1993)
	Chris Columbus / Robin Williams
	Blue Wolf
	Family relationship, gender disguise, single parent, ex husband ex wife relationship, secret identity

	
	My Dog Skip (2000)
	Jay Russell / Frankie Muniz, Diane Lane
	Alcon Entertainment
	Boy and dog, school bullying, kids and family relationship, childhood, WWII, Spanish Civil War

	
	# The Nightmare Before Christmas (1993)
	Henry Selick /
	Skellington Productions Inc.
	Animation, Christmas, Halloween, nightmare, supernatural, holiday horror, split personality

	
	October Sky (1999)
	Joe Johnston / Jake Gyllenhaal, Laura Dern
	Universal Pictures
	Career dream, parents’ expectation, space race, teacher encouragement, science and technology

	
	The Parent Trap (1998)
	Nancy Meyers / Lindsay Lohan, Dennis Quaid
	The Meyers/Shyer Company
	Separated twins, kids and family relationship, marriage and divorce, reunion

	
	# Patch Adams (1998)
	Tom Shadyac / Robin Williams
	Blue Wolf
	Mental hospital, medical school, doctor patient relationship, courage, rebellion, anti-authority

	
	The Polar Express (2004)
	Robert Zemeckis / 
	Castle Rock Entertainment
	Animation, adventure, fantasy, musical, Christmas, Santa Claus, friendship, faith

	
	The Prince of Egypt (1998)
	Brenda Chapman, Steve Hichner
	DreamWorks SKG
	Animation, musical, Old Testament, Ten Commandments, ancient Egypt, slavery, brotherhood and rivalry, power

	
	Rabbit-Proof Fence (2002)
	Phillip Noyce / Everlyn Sampi, Tianna Sansbury
	Australian Film Finance Corporation
	Australian aboriginal, teenage girl, government policy, family separation, racial injustice, social criticism, education

	
	The School of Rock (2003)
	Richard Linklater / Jack Black
	Paramount Pictures
	Musical, rock music, education, anti-authority, rebellion, metrosexual 

	
	Shark Tale (2004)
	Bibo Bergeron, Vicky Jenson / 
	DreamWorks Animation
	Animation, family relationship, loss and death, stereotype, vegetarian, friendship, underwater shark

	
	She’s the Man (2006)
	Andy Fickman / Amanda Bynes, Channing Tatum
	DreamWorks SKG
	Comedy, teenage dating, identity swapping, sibling relationship, gender bending, Shakespeare’s ‘Twelfth Night’

	
	Shrek (2001)
	Andrew Adamson, Vicky Jenson /
	DreamWorks Animation
	Animation, fairy tale, alienation, friendship, true love, transformation, courage, hero

	
	Shrek 2 (2004)
	Andrew Adamson, Kelly Asbury /
	DreamWorks SKG
	Animation, destiny, prejudice, father and mother in law, best friend, secret identity, self acceptance

	
	Shrek 3 (2007)
	Chris Miller, Raman Hui /
	DreamWorks Animation
	Animation, good versus evil, betrayal, courage, friendship, kingdom, marriage

	
	Smallville (2001)
	Alfred Gough, Miles Millar / Tom Welling
	Tollin
	Sci-fi, action thriller, boyhood to adulthood, self discovery, superhero, alien, good versus evil, teenage love

	
	Spider –Man I (2002)
	Sam Raimi / Tobey Maguire, Kirsten Dunst
	Columbia Pictures Corporation
	Friendship, teenage romance, superhero, crime, courage, responsibility

	
	Spider-Man II (2004)
	Sam Raimi / Tobey Maguire, Kirsten Dunst
	Marvel Enterprises
	Identity crisis, heroism, love, crime, justice, courage, responsibility

	
	Spider-Man III (2007)
	Sam Raimi / Tobey Maguire, Kirsten Dunst
	Columbia Pictures Corporation
	Identity crisis, heroism, courage, responsibility, duty, temptations, revenge

	
	Stolen Summer (2002)
	Pete Jones /
	All Nighter Inc.
	Catholic, religious differences, Irish American, Jewish, childhood, child cancer

	
	Titanic (1997)
	James Cameron / Leonardo DiCaprio, Kate Winslet
	Twentieth Century – Fox Film Corporation
	Tragedy, shipwreck, disaster, class differences, forbidden love, soul mates, survival

	
	Toy Story (1995)
	John Lasseter 
	Walt Disney Pictures
	Animation, adventure, mission, talking toys, friendship, loyalty, jealousy, bullying, rivalry, good versus evil

	
	Toy Story 2 (1999)
	John Lasseter, Ash Brannon
	Pixar Animation Studios
	Animation, adventure, talking toys, friendship, greed, making choice, self fulfillment, destiny, hope, loyalty

	
	What’s Eating Gilbert Grape (1993)
	Lasse Hallström / Johnny Depp, Leonardo Dicaprio
	J&M Entertainment
	Working class, self-awareness, romance, dysfunctional family, obesity, retardation and handicap, brother brother relationship


	Title
	Director / Actors
	Company
	Themes

	Films (Non-fiction)
	The Blue Planet (2000)
	Alastair Fothergill
	British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC)
	Oceans, frozen seas, seasonal seas, coral seas, tidal seas, coasts, marine life, species

	
	An Inconvenient Truth (2006)
	Davis Guggenheim
	Lawrence Bender Productions
	Global warming, Al Gore’s campaign, climate change, pollution, greenhouse effects, ecosystem

	
	Spellbound (2002)
	Jeffrey Blitz
	Blitz/Welch
	Teenagers, competition, tension, anxiety, Spelling Bee, immigrant, dedication, 

	
	Super Size Me (2004)
	Morgan Spurlock
	Kathbur Pictures
	Fast food, nutrition, obesity, food industry, marketing
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