Exercise 1: - Definition of social work

There are numerous definitions of social work.  Go to the library or through the internet to find AT LEAST 5 different definitions of social work (mostly found in introductory social work textbooks).  Discuss their similarities and differences.  How would you define social work after reading these different definitions?

Notes:

1. Try not to borrow the books from the library so that the other fellow students can still look them up.  You can also try the internet

2. Make full quotations and reference.  For example: -

(in the text of your paper)

"Social work is performed by a bunch of fools thinking that they can make the world a better place to live in and that every human being can be changed for the better" (Law, 2002: 1) 

(at the end of your paper, under the heading of "Reference", you have)

Reference

(If the reference is made from a book by single or joint authors)


Law, C.K. (2002)  In and Out the Garbage Bin  Dump Publishing Co. 

(If the reference is made from a chapter in an edited book/reader with many different contributors)

Law, C.K. (2002) "What is and what is not social work" in The Book of Wonders, by K.K. Khan (eds), Dump Publishing Co., pp 1-10  

(If the reference is made from an article in a journal)

Law, C.K. (2002) "What is and what is not social work", Journal of Social Work, 14(2), 10-19

(If the reference comes from an article in the internet)

Law, C.K. (2002)  What is and what is not social work, http://www.hku.hk/hrnwlck/bsw1/defsocwk.htm
3. There are many ways to define social work, such as the primary objectives of social work, what social workers mainly do, etc.  However, some may refer to definitions of social welfare instead of social work.  DO NOT INCLUDE definitions of social welfare.
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