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CENTRE FOR ANTHROPOLOGICAL RESEARCH

presents a seminar 
The New American Specie(s): The Crisis of National Character in Samuel Shaw's Vision of Canton

In 1784, before the United States had yet coined a reputable currency, the Revolutionary War veteran Samuel Shaw embarked on the United States’ first commercial venture to Canton aboard the Empress of China.  The Journals of Major Samuel Shaw, the First American Consul at Canton (1847) appeals to readers’ senses of visual experience, challenging them to rework the rules of natural historical classification by speculating on the economic future of the United States.  Edited by the former president of Harvard University Josiah Quincy, Shaw’s Journals first appeared while the United States was waging a controversial expansionist war against Mexico.  In this broader context, Quincy framed Shaw as a national hero whose national prospect seemed to have paid off in the momentum of manifest destiny.  However, Shaw’s anxiety over the creditability and consistency of American commerce seems no less evocative, portending the American Civil War and resonating in the global financial crises of our time.

by

Professor Kendall Johnson
3:00 – 5:00 p.m.
Friday, November 21, 2008

Rm 1118, K.K. Leung Building

The University of Hong Kong
ALL ARE WELCOME
Professor Kendall Johnson is a Fulbright Fellow visiting Hong Kong University for 2008-09 and teaching in the American Studies Programme.  He is an Associate Professor of Early American Literature at Swarthmore College.   His book Henry James and the Visual was recently published by Cambridge University Press and he has published essays on Native American literature.  He is currently conducting research on early United States trade and diplomacy in "Canton" for his next book Speculative Democracy: Characterizing the Corporation in the American Literature before the Civil War.
