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I have a close friend who is Asian-crazy. He’s got Asian pussy fever so bad that he can apparently only get it up for a pretty Thai or Korean girl, and wouldn’t give Pamela Anderson a second look. Used to be I didn’t quite understand it, but now I’m in Hong Kong and watching all these pretty girls in walking around in the hot evenings wearing these high heel fuck-me shoes, and earlier today, I was walking behind this Hong Kong girl who just got back from the tennis courts, her legs all sweaty and I could see through her shorts to this perfect ass… well, I have the condition now too… as well as an erection. Man, all I wanted to do is fuck her silly. Here’s a picture of her...

Welcome to Hong Kong! The above quote is taken from the “Guide to Adult Travel in Hong Kong” found easily (obstacle-free, question-free) in the Web (http://hongkong.worldsexarchives.com/, accessed on 13 October 2004). That was part of the author JustJoe’s prelude to the “real” guide. In JustJoe’s perception, Hong Kong is a sexual city. Subjects of erotic fantasy are just everywhere. In his real guide, he provides detail information on the where, what, how, how much... practically all one wants to know about sex and the city. 


The sharing of sex tour experiences is only one of the many diverse Internet usages that relate to the trading of female bodies online. New communication and information technologies have brought about a global revolution in the access to and exchange in information in practically all branches of the political economy. The sex industry has been eager and effective in adopting every new IT technology to enhance their business.
 The sector is among the top five groups buying state-of-the-art computer equipments (The Guardian 1998, cited in Hughes 2000). Sex industry businesses were, for instance, the first to buy and use expensive T3 phone lines that transmit compressed, high-resolution images (Chicago Sun Times 1997, cited in Hughes 2000). With the advancement of the Internet technologies, women and children are being traded, both in physical and virtual forms, more quickly and in longer distance than ever before, with the aid of the expanding coverage and power of the cyber network. Pimps can now market women and children bodies in prostitution or related activities with new means, including online strip performances, sex shows and commercial voyeurism. While consumers are able to purchase pornographic services and excitement in anonymity, individuals being watched and sold are, on the contrary, being exposed and exploited more and more publicly, practically at all time and in all places with telephone connection. This paper charts the reach of online prostitution and other forms of female-trading (e.g. mail-order brides), with emphasis on the situation of Chinese women in the global market. In the following, I shall provide a survey of the diverse ways in which women are bought and sold in the cyber world. An examination of selected online prostitution Websites, mail-order bride internet catalogues and chat rooms will provide insights into the extremely sexist and racist nature of the global sex industry. In the latter part of the paper, I shall bring forth how the cyberspace can be used by women in marketing their sex service and by individuals and civil groups in resisting the spread of immoral trade. Governmental and non-governmental efforts (internationally and in China in particular) in patrolling, controlling and curtailing exploitation and abuse of women and children in the cyberspace will also be discussed.
United colour of eroticism in a time space compressed world

Globalisation, as signified by an increased connectivity among societies and their elements, and the explosive evolution of transport and communication technologies that facilitate international cultural and economic exchange, has revolutionalised the sex industry. While sexual exploitation and the trafficking of women and children have existed since time memorial, new technologies have escalated the trade in both virtual and physical forms. In addition to the speeding up of the commercial transactions, globalising forces have also introduced qualitative changes in these processes. In his analysis of the impact of globalisation in recent era, geographer David Harvey (1993) has brought forth the concept of “time space compression”, as characterised by an erosion of place into space, creating often a postmodern condition of “universal placelessness”. He observes (p. 32):

Spaces of very different worlds seem to collapse upon each other, much as the world’s commodities are assembled in the supermarket and all manner of sub-cultures get juxtaposed in the contemporary city. Disruptive spatiality triumphs over the coherence of perspective and narrative in postmodern fiction, in exactly the same way that imported beers coexist with local brews, local employment collapses under the weight of foreign competition, and all the divergent spaces of the world are assembled nightly as a collage of images upon the television screen.

Indeed in exactly the same way as other consumer products, women and children of different skin colours, ethnicities, age, size, body shapes, personalities and “style of performance” are displayed in catalogues, also on Internet pages, in the time-space compressed world. Whether consumers are seeking virtual pleasure or real-life excitement, they are offered a choice from “Nobel Savage” and “Sable Queens” of Africa, “Tahitian Beauties” to “Oriental Temptress”. As Kemadoo (1996:76) aptly concludes, the “sex industries today depend upon the eroticization of the ethnic and cultural Other.” Fuelled by the explosion of global exchange of people, products and images, consumers seeking sexual pleasure can opt to “go ethnic” to satisfy their globalised fantasy. Just as we would say “Let’s have Chinese tonight!” for dinner, the sex industries also run wild in the borderless capitalist sex market. The World Sex Archives page claims that its members are “seasoned travelers who have been around the world experiencing the finest pussy on the planet”. (http://www.worldsexarchives.com/demo/). The at-the-fingertip availability of women with cultural diversity is now commonplace in physical form also especially in big cities. On his sex tour in Hong Kong, JustJoe came to contact with “poor Chinese women”, “Filipino maids”, “Thai girls”, “China girl” and “Hong Kong girl.” He shares his philosophy about having sexual contact with women of different cultural backgrounds with the Web readers (http://hongkong.worldsexarchives.com/, accessed on 13 October 2004):

But what’s the reason that we globetrot all over the world, and find women of other cultures (especially Asian) so delicious to fuck and compelling and addictive? Well, there might be a clue in something called a genetic diversification strategy.... Maybe we’re driven by to foreign countries to fuck their women, not only because it’s fun, but also because we’re fulfilling some drive that much deeper. So maybe we’re not driven by only what’s in our jeans, but what’s in our genes. 

In addition to cultural diversity, women of differing body features, personalities and levels of sophistication are made available. The Website of a1 Executive Services Ltd. provides an example (http://www.hongkong-nightlife.com/, accessed on 13 October 2004):

.. short or tall, slim or plump, Chinese or perhaps another Asian nationality or Western, someone quiet or a conversationalist, someone suave enough to accompany you to a top class restaurant or a business function yet laugh with you at a joke etc. It’s your call.

In the progressively more globalised economy, women are increasingly perceived as commodities like world music or ethnic cuisines, to be ordered and consumed anywhere and anytime. Marketing strategies anchor on sexist and racist stereotypes. “Non-Western” women are considered to be more satisfying compared to their counterparts (http://www.worldsexarchives.com/demo/, accessed on 14 October 2004):

But there are many places in the world where women will treat you like a king for a minor fraction of what your Western girlfriend costs. Any woman living outside of the Western world knows that if she treats her man poorly he will walk down the street and have her replaced in less than 15 minutes. Accordingly, when you tell your non-Western girlfriend to start sucking she knows she better do a real good job! This web-site is about finding those types of women.

Women of diverse qualities are made increasingly available in and via the cyber network. In this realm of business, international women bodies and sexual satisfaction are removed from human relationships, commitments and morality, and converted into gross consumables. In the following, a closer look at the different forms of trading methods in women and children bodies in the globalised, time-space compressed world economy will be provided.

Sexual enjoyment at your fingertips

In the last few decades, the global sex industry has adopted aggressively the increasingly affordable air transport and telecommunication technologies to remove spatial barriers, expand their businesses and increase profit. In a time-space compressed world, speedy transportation methods and telecommunication technologies like the internet have worked to accelerate the pace of economic process and made the world a smaller place by connecting disparate markets together into a world market with global producers and global consumers. The Internet technology and high-speed transmissions allow a diversification of modes in delivering information, news and entertainment, including e-mail, forums online, file transfer protocol (ftp), the World Wide Web, chatrooms, newsgroups, peer-to-peer (P2P) file sharing, video conferencing and WebTV. Some prostitution Websites are more or less electronic versions of yellow pages or free advertising tabloids used conventionally by the sex industry. In other cases, there has been more creativity involved. The rapid rise in the speed, capacity (e.g. bandwidth) and coverage of the communications and information technologies and their increasing affordability enable prostitution or related activities, such as online strip shows, sex shows, and commercial voyeurism to be marketed and sold in light speed and reaching far to practically any phone jack. The first Web-based prostitution business, A Personal Touch Services, from Seattle, Washington USA appeared in 1994, the very same year when Netscape initiated the World Wide Web (Hughes 2003). Popular pornographic publications rapidly moved to the Web. Playboy managed to make its first e-appearance already in 1994, specially designed to appeal to a younger and wealthier audience. Ever since then such e-sex businesses have mushroomed in the cyberspace, enable people to easily buy, sell and exchange millions of images and videos of sexual exploitation of predominantly women and children. A report by Websense (2004) concludes that the number of pornography Websites in its URL database is more than 17 times greater than it was just four years ago – a boom from approximately 88,000 in 2000 to nearly 1.6 million sites in April 2004. Nielsen/NetRatings estimated that 34 million people visited pornographic sites in August 2003, about one-quarter of all Internet users in the USA. The rapid increase in pornographic sites viewers is, to a large extent, the result of the increasingly aggressive tactics pornography companies have adopted to capture and keep clients, from hacking into existing mainstream sites to stopping surfers from leaving their sites. These include methods such as purchasing expired domain names for innocent-sounding Websites and use them to redirect Web surfers unknowingly to their own X-rated sites,
 and “mousetrapping” that redirect surfers automatically to another Website when they attempt to leave a pornographic site. While pornography has saturated the Web for years, online prostitution has soared in the last five years, according to law enforcement and Internet authorities. 

With high resolution and high-speed transmission, as well as new gadgets like Webcams, pornographic sites users to interact with service providers in a real-time manner. Immediately after the availability of live videoconferencing in 1995, pimps adopted this new technology for online prostitution through live person-to-person video and audio transmission. By late 1995, live strip shows and sex shows were delivered to buyers over the Internet via this means (Rose 1997 cited in Hughes 2003). By either keyboard or telephone, the consumers could communicate with the women in the pornographic show across distance and make requests for what they wanted the women to do.
 In 2002, all large sex industry subscription Websites included live video chat, i.e. live strip and sex shows.

While varying in technical details, this plethora of technological developments has engendered a new spatiality in the operation of the sex industries. On the one hand, sexual predators and pimps consume, exploit and harm women and children quickly and anonymously, and even in the privacy of their home and at work rather having to expose themselves in pornographic stores or theatres;
 images and descriptions of the service providers are, on the other hand, being displayed and discusses more and more publicly. Virtual sex might give an impression that the women would be better protected from abuse due to the physical distance between users and service providers. In fact, researchers have revealed that abuse in the cyber sex space is common. In an E-mail from a sex worker writes, (Hughes 2003:115) “... it’s pretty bad working at [an] adult [Web] site.... the abuse is way beyond what goes on at strip clubs...”. The Internet has also enabled abuse to take place without the victims’ knowing. Some women may not realise that their photographs and videos (sometimes taken without the women’s knowledge or consent) are posted and sold on pornographic Websites. Descriptions and discussions about their appearance, bodies and “performance” in the world wide forum, which by the way is dominated by male users, intensify humiliation and trauma involved in the sex business, which has always been marked by immense power difference between the consumers and service providers. These hundreds of publicly accessible chatrooms and Websites provide a space for pornographic consumers to normalise and legitimise their abusive hobby, and reinforce their attitudes with their peers, creating a support community. Hughes (2003) expresses her worry that the accessibility of such material would lead men and boys to search for increasingly violent and extreme pornography, and travel to places where they can exploit and abuse women and children without likelihood of arrest.


Prostitution has been on a rise in China in recent years (BBC News 2000). As Internet usage increases in rocket-speed in China – there were 79.5 million Internet users at the end of 2003, an increase of 34.5 percent from 59.1 million users in one year (Lemon 2004), it is not surprising to find that online prostitution is also making a surge (Li 2004). 

Computer technologies are also used by pimps to maintain surveillance of their business operations. Pimps install webcams in different “branches” of their businesses to transmit live images for monitoring women and police crackdowns from remote locations, which could be a room in a brothel or practically any location with an Internet connection. The Hong Kong Police has recently arrested the operators of a “pornographic kingdom” of over 20 brothels, which were monitored and watched in Tsim Sha Tsui using webcams (Mingpao 2004). The surveillance of sex workers at work deepens the humiliating nature of their work. Not only are the women being watched when the transactions take place, video-taping also allows the storage, editing and processing of the images for marketing purpose or sales. 

Sun, surf, sand and sex

Aided by the increasingly affordability of international travel, sex tourism has also flourished in the last few decades. Exotic women in luring natural landscape (sun and fun on paradise islands) have become easily found commodities in the Internet. Advertisements for prostitution tourism were first found in 1995. Calling himself PIMPS ‘R’ US, Munn from New York City offered four days and three night trips to a “wonderful setting” which includes “many female prostitutes” in the Dominican Republic and Nevada, USA (Hughes 2003). Globalisation of the service followed quickly. Sex tours to Asia, Europe and South America can be found in abundance offering “Tropical Paradise Vacations” for “single men”.
 Common destinations for sex tourists include Brazil, Thailand, Cambodia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Russia, Hungry and the Czech Republic. As China becomes more connected with the global economy and general tourism in the country gains popularity among international tourists, sex tourism has also expanded (Li 2002). A quick search on the Desterhorn homepage (http://www.dexterhorn.com/country/asia/china.htm#overview) shows that Hainan Island, Beijing, Guangzhou, Hong Kong and Macau are considered as hotspots for sex hunters. As sex tourism constitutes the major source of government revenue of Hainan Province, the local government has implemented a number of policies to boost the industry including condoning prostitution and gambling. There have also been anecdotes that the police in Sanya would take part in the sex industry by “rounding up girls and take them out to the big yachts filled with Hong Kong tourists out in the harbour” (posted by “karenb” on the Chinadaily forum on 17 October 03). As a result, women from different parts of China have made their way to Hainan, which has been perceived as “paradise for sexcursion”. The Dextorhorn tourist guide writes with enthusiasm:

Men go to Hainan for the following reasons: A variety of girls with the lowest price in China. No harassment by cops. or inspectors. Lodgings are cheap; how about a 3-4 star hotel for $20-$40. Fresh air, un-polluted seashores and delicious seafood....what are you waiting for?
As downward competition of wages is commonly observed in manufacturing industries in the Third World, sex tourists are also enjoying cheaper and cheaper service as they survey around the world. The tourist guide reports further the competitive advantage of the Chinese sex workers, drawing upon his international sex travel experiences:

Another specialty is the local sauna bath. You pick up the girls in the lounge and go to the room with a big air curtain. The girls do the massage with their boobs exclusively. You may have tried this in Thailand, but in China, it’s a different story. The price for a boob massage is $12. If you wanna have sex afterwards it will cost another $12 for the girl and no extra tips.
The enticing descriptions serve to persuade viewers to click on one of the hyperlinks and book a tour any time, from anywhere. Just by clicking a few buttons, with a credit card in the hand, interested sex tourists can arrange everything from air ticket to hotel, food to sex at “good price” before they leave their computer desk, and avoid nightmare as the following (http://www.worldsexarchives.com/demo/, accessed on 14 October 2004):

Imagine taking a vacation to an exotic location only to find out there were no girls! It has happened. For instance, in early 1999 Fidel had all the girls in Cuba arrested. If you were a first time tourist in Cuba during January and February you would probably find yourself sitting on the beach with a married couple from Canada. Wouldn’t that suck?!
Brides per e-mail order

While arguably of different nature compared to online prostitution, the business of mail-order brides can be considered as an extremely blatant form of trade in female bodies. Feminists generally consider the business as a form of women trafficking, through which men from wealthier countries can obtain women from impoverished places. The mail-order bride business is by no means a new business. As a matter of fact, Chinese women, for example, have been bought and sold in organised manner as brides, maids and prostitutes ever since the mid-19th century following the Opium War (Jaschock and Miers 1994, Kani 1990, Tong 1994). The Internet technology enables, however, the agencies to quickly and easily update their catalogues with multi-media stimulations. Some services (e.g. www.Chinabrides.com) claim that they update their selection of women twice weekly. The Internet reaches a global audience faster and more cost-effective than any other means of communication. 
Just as the prostitution business, maybe even more so, the mail-order bride terrain is highly ethnicised. International agencies are specialised in providing wives from different geographical regions. The introduction services promise to hunt a “loving and devoted” woman who is “traditional”, “submissive and docile”, “faithful”, “value home and family”, “please rather than compete” and very importantly “feminine rather feminist”. Women from all ethnic and racial backgrounds are flattened into mere stereotypes. “Non-western” women, especially Asian women, are generally considered as superior wives compared to the “western” (i.e. North American and West European) ones. On the NoMarriage.com Webpage, the webmaster provides an analysis why “Chinese women make much better wives than American women” (http://www.nomarriage.com/x/chinesebride.html, accessed on 14 October 2004):

An American woman has several fundamental problems that will never go away and that will get much worse a few years after she is married: 

1. Her inherent anti-male bias and pre-occupation with fairness that was drilled into her at high school, college, and through the media. Her constant confrontations and trying to prove herself and to make a point. 

2. Her self-centeredness, her ridiculously high expectations, her sense of entitlement, her high-maintenance, superficial, and stuck up attitude, her snootiness and her sense of superiority. This “princess” syndrome means that she will always think that she is better than you, and that she deserves and she is entitled to whatever she wants from you. 

3. Her general mental instability and psychological disorders. 

4. Her using sex as a weapon and reward to get things. 
Chinese women generally don’t have any of these problems. Marrying an American woman simply does not make sense. The ONLY reason men stay with American women is because they did not have enough exposure to Chinese women. Any man who spent a few months in Asia will not even look at American women again.  

In addition to ethnicity, women’s age, height, weight, and bust, waist and hip measurements, religion, education level, occupation and hobbies are typically listed along side with their photos on the Web. Intriguing is the value placed on web-virginity. On the China Bride Webpage, one finds a link to “Chinese FIRST TIME Gallery (Be her first!)” where men find women who are available for the first time:

These Chinese ladies have joined within the past 60 days and have not had their addresses sold yet (as of this date). So if you don’t like competition from other men, order addresses of these ladys [sic] right away. Then you will be the first to get all of her attention. Once her address is sold for the “First Time” she will be removed from this page. In addition to these ladies there are a total of over 3,000 for you to choose from.
The involvement of women from different ethnic and geographical backgrounds is highly related to the political-economic conditions of their mother countries. Traffickers, pimps and mail-order bride agencies have tapped into the Eastern European market in the decade, for examples, taking advantage of the political turmoil, economic crisis, poverty and high unemployment in the region after the collapse of the Soviet Union. Another source of a large number of mail-order brides is the Philippines where a lot of women eager to find a way out of their country to escape from the hopeless economic situation. The rise in Chinese women’s presence in the mail-order bride world, and other forms of trafficking, is directly related to the intensification of the Chinese relationship with the global political economy (Xin 2004) In fact, China has become one of the major sources of international trafficking victims alongside with Burma, Laos and Cambodia (US Embassy, Japan 2003). Official figures showed that police freed more than 42,000 kidnapped women and children in 2001 and 2002 in China. Many of the victims are believed to have been sold into marriage or prostitution (McCurry and Allison 2004). As overseas travelling by Chinese citizens is increasingly allowed and that the socio-economic inequality in the country worsens, it can be expected that the trafficking of women would also increase. 


The way in which women are presented in the catalogues represents only the beginning of the abuse women experienced in the mail-order bride life. Citing examples of wife abuse, Anderson (1993) underlines the problem of conditional residency status commonly given to foreign spouses in many countries, as they sometimes serve as license of abuse in the household. The growing problem of the “mail-order brides” abuse attracted much attention when a man murdered his Russian wife in Seattle in 2000. 

Women as agents in cyber sex industries

Legitimately, activists and scholars have emphasised the exploitative and abusive nature of the Web pornography, online prostitution and less so, mail-order bride businesses. One ought not, however, repeat the obsolete stereotypes that women as submissive, helpless, long-suffering and passive victims of family interests. To different degrees, women of different historical periods have been aware and tried to resist suppression. As Jaschock and Miers (1994: 24) conclude in the introduction chapter of their book, “Not all the women in [their] book escaped patriarchal subordination, but very few left the structures of subordination unchallenged and unchanged.” 


Before looking at how women challenge and at least attempt to change patriarchal subordination in the cyber age, it is as important to examine the cyberspace as a space of opportunity for sex workers to make a possibly better living. Some sex workers have moved to use the Internet, rather than the traditional street corner, to advertise their services. They post pictures and descriptions of themselves, describe the kinds of sexual activities they will perform and post rates and even contact numbers and e-mail addresses. “It’s convenient, accessible and discreet,” said a semi-retired prostitute in San Francisco and a sex workers’ rights activist. “[Online prostitution is] getting bigger and bigger as the Internet gets bigger.” (Bahari 2004). By the same token, some women perceive opportunities such as working as domestic workers, entertainers or even sex workers overseas (BBC News 2001, Jiudan 2001)
, being mail-order brides as ways out of their unsatisfying situation at home (Constable 2003). 


Turning to another side of the issue, individuals and communities against the sex industry have also made use of the cyberspace to disseminate information, communicate and organise efforts, though not as aggressive as the global sex industry in making use of the technological revolution. A recent happening about a two-day orgy held by 400 tourists from Tokyo with 500 Chinese prostitutes on the eve of the anniversary of the Imperial Army’s invasion of Manchuria in 1931 provides an interesting case in point. The uncovering of the story ignited an inflammatory debate in the Internet. A million people signed an online petition urging the Chinese government not to offer contract to a Japanese rail company to build the Shanghai to Beijing high-speed rail link. Heated debates were found in the Web where chatroom participants exchanged reactions about the “Japanese devils” wanting to celebrate their country’s wartime behaviour” and that “The Japanese are animals. They deliberately selected the date to humiliate the Chinese people,” claiming that the tourists had attempted to raise their national flag at the hotel (Watts 2003). 

A number of women’s networks have been formed to work to challenge the trafficking of women. The Coalition Against Trafficking in Women, for example, has made use of the cyberspace to promote discussion and strategies for achieving the coalition’s aims. More general networks working for improvements in labour rights, such as the China Labour Bulletin has also been active in the cyberspace.

Anti e-sex strategies
As the technological revolution pushes forward in full speed in the internet-based sex industry, strategies of various forms have been carried out to counteract the problem:

Techno-fix: The mostly adopted approach in patrolling and stopping the usage of the Internet in promoting sex trade is the installation of filters and other scanning software. It is well-known that the Chinese government screens e-mail, censors online chatrooms and blocks access to foreign Websites that are considered subversive. Recently, the Chinese government has announced its plan to employ new technology to increase surveillance of mobile phone text messages (SMS) in order to curb aimed at cleaning up “pornographic, obscene and fraudulent” phone messages (Kurtenbach 2004). Techno-fix strategies have also been adopted by private companies as surfing pornographic Websites have become a problem at workplace all over the worlds. Web filtering software is available for IT managers to block access to questionable Internet categories, such as pornography, adult, and tasteless material. Similar screens are also available for home computer users to prevent children from accessing problematic Websites. Certainly, there is a dilemma between freedom of expression and control of “unethical” information in the media. 
Legislative-fix: Legislation on the Internet is still very immature. Effective legislation is difficult as the Web transcends national borders. While child pornography has attracted much legislative attention and is banned in increasingly number of countries, usage of the Web in trafficking in adult or mail-order brides for sexual exploitation has been less challenged, or controlled less effectively (Council of Europe 2003). The Philippines government, for examples, has prohibited the operation of sex tour and mail-order bride agencies since 1990. Due to the footloose nature of Web-based business, however, the legislation has been ineffective. A mail-order bride pimp had no qualms to announce that he would move his computer to the USA and use his Filipina wife to make contact and recruit women and adolescent girls in the Philippines. Official data have also shown that the trafficking of women and girls from this country continues to rise despite the enactment of the law by the Philippines government (Hughes 2003).

The development of online prostitution cannot be understood in isolation from other socio-cultural and political-economic forces. In China, as a consequence of its economic transition to capitalism, marked by the closing down of down-sizing of state-run businesses, unemployed women and even men -- especially from the rural areas -- are forced to enter the sex trade which is booming in cities like Shanghai, Beijing and Shenzhen (Isis International Manila 2003). 

Other policies that have direct impact in the gender subordination in the society are also important. The one-child policy provides a good example. After 25 years of the implementation of the policy, men outnumber significantly women in certain areas which has created a high demand for brides. Traffickers meet the demand of the “excess” men by trafficking women from poorer regions of China or from other countries. Recently, the advisor of China’s political consultative conference on population issues highlighted the negative impact of the one-child policy on the healthy, harmonious and sustainable growth of the Chinese population. Li predicted that the serious gender disproportion would trigger crimes and social problems such as abduction of women and prostitution (McCurry and Allison 2004). This disturbing news illustrates the interrelatedness of diverse socio-economic and political processes. As a matter of fact, all legislation that relates to gender relations and workers’ benefits would affect the sustainability and development of trading in female bodies, both within national borders and internationally.

The need of mentality-fix: Previous efforts (e.g. the cases of the Philippines state effort curtailing trafficking of women and the Chinese effort in controlling abortion of female foetus) in controlling sexual exploitation and gender discrimination with techno- or legislative methods have shown their ineffectiveness. Only fundamental changes in the mindset of the global society can eliminate the trade in female bodies, both using Internet and conventional means. Such social changes demand a reappraisal of practically all spheres of society, backed by a fundamental correction of old-fashioned gender-biased thinking and domination. Political changes needed range from the guarantee of equal rights to education and health care to girls, to fair access of dignifying employment and reasonable compensation and respect for biological and social reproductive work.

Conclusions

New technologies have given the sex industry new means of exploiting, marketing, and delivering women and children as commodities to buyers in the globalised economy. Internet technologies allow the entrance and expansion of the lucrative pornographic businesses with relatively little investment. As women and children are being displayed, discussed and traded more and more in all time-space, consumers of such service can satisfy their wild globalised sexual fantasy anonymously in the comfort and security of their home. It would be fair to say that the information technological revolution of the sex industry has mostly exacerbated the gender power difference in the sector. Rather than representing a dichotomy between good and evil, oppression and resistance, however, I would argue that it is more productive to contextualise the use, both proper and misuse, of new technologies in our society in the underlying forces which work interactively to divide social and economic opportunities to individuals, according to their socio-economic, gender and ethnic, and other social backgrounds.

More importantly, we should focus on the macro condition that shape the commodification of women and children bodies. In the present era of globalisation, we witness more and more women being displaced from their traditional formal employment and placed into unorganised and informal sectors of industry. Many of these displaced women find themselves in situations where selling their bodies -- locally or in other parts of the country, or the world -- appears to be the one of the better economic solutions available. In the Philippines as in Thailand, many sex workers come from extreme poverty to work in foreign-owned bars that cater to foreign military men and tourists. Sadly, China has also had a share of this problem. Remember JustJoe from the beginning quote of the paper? He writes with thankfulness, “for [the sex] hobbyists, the torrential influx of poor Chinese women into the prostitution workforce [in Hong Kong] has increased the likelihood of finding good sexual services at reasonable prices.” China is a place of changes. With glimpses of the impact that the Internet technologies have had on men’s increased domination, exploitation and abuse of women and children from examples, both in China and overseas, it is not far-fetched to expect the proliferation of the problem in the near future. 
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� According to ComScore Networks, 37 percent of internet-enabled employees in the USA have visited an “X-rated” Websites while at work (Websense 2004).


� While sex tourists are mostly male customers, female customers also travel to locations like Bali, Indonesia to seek sexual pleasure with young men and sometimes boys.
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� China still has more than 220 million people who are illiterate or literate at a socially dysfunctional level. Of this population, more than a half of them are women in rural areas. Chinese officials reported that in 1989, among seven million children who dropped out of school, 80 percent were girls in rural areas (Xin 2004).
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